
Knowsley Futures 
Storytelling Project 

From comic strips to cartoons and graphic novels, drawing a story can be a 

really good way of telling a tale in small scenes. You can use comic strips to 

show specific events from lockdown, or imagine what the world will be like in 

the future when the pandemic is a distant memory.  

Although they are mostly visual, some words are used but in different ways 

depending on what you want the reader to know. There might be a caption to 

set the scene which explains where the characters are or what they are doing 

there. There may be speech bubbles or thought bubbles to show what a 

character is saying or thinking, or there might be words to give sound effects 

like “POW!” or “Whoosh!”  

This is an example of a frame for you to practise in. You can draw your own, 

with the frames as big or small as you like. They can even be different shapes - 

it is up to you!  
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Thinking about life in Knowsley, what is important to you for the future? Why is 

this important to you? 

Imagine you’re in 2030 and you’re describing life in Knowsley – what’s it like for 

you, your friends and family and wider community? Has there been anything 

about life during the pandemic which has had a lasting positive impact? 

How can our communities work together to achieve the things that are im-

portant to you for the future? 

Tell us about life in Knowsley:  

• Before COVID-19 

• During the pandemic  

• How you hope it to be in the future – 10 years from now 

• What things are different? 

• Why is it important that these things changed? 

• Did the pandemic cause anything to change which you’ve stuck to, for 

yourself, your family or your wider community?  

How does living in Knowsley make you feel? Think about this:  

• before COVID 

• during the pandemic  

• how you would like to feel in the future 
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Grass Pass 

Hop Flop 

Big brown eyes All the pies 

Twitchy nose Garden hose 

Tufty tail Chews the mail 

Jake  Cake  

Small  Tall  

Run  Fun  

Hide Cried 

Hay Play  

Tunnels  Funnels  

Dig  Big  

Boxes Foxes 

Love  Above  

Friend  End  

You could invent a melody or you could use one 

from your favourite song to set your lyrics to.  

This fits the melody of Twinkle Twinkle Little Star:  
 

Jake has got a tufty tail,  

Likes to nibble all my mail!  

In his hay he likes to play,  

But he sleeps all through the day.  

Consider adding a surprise to your song.      

It could go quieter or louder in some parts, 

or you could shout some words out. You 

could add a silly word that doesn’t rhyme, or 
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Start with 6 pieces of paper the same size. Using a pencil and 

ruler, divide each page horizontally into 3 neat sections (it’s 

best to measure it too so that each section is the same size). 

Mark a thin margin approx. 2cm on the left hand side. 

Carefully cut along the lines you have marked until you reach 

the margin and then stop - the margin will become the spine 

of your book. Stack the cut pieces of paper neatly together 

and secure down the left hand side with paperclips to turn your pages into a 

book! 

Draw a picture of yourself on each of your pages so that 

your head is in the top section, your body in the middle 

and your legs at the bottom. It’s best to start on the last 

page and work towards the front. As you draw each 

page, keep lifting back to the previous section to check 

that the body sections line up with each other. 

With each page, think about how you were affected 

during the different stages of lockdown. How did you 

look before lockdown? How did you look when you 

couldn’t leave the house for week? And how will you 

look in the future when lockdown is behind us? 

On the left hand side, write a story about your experiences during lockdown. 

Write a different paragraph on each section, so as you turn each one it jumbles 

the paragraphs up and makes a new short story each time. 
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People 

People 

People People People People 

People 
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Activities 

Activities 

Activities Activities Activities Activities 

Activities 
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What happens at the start of your story? 

What problem does your character face? 

What happens at the end of your story? 
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Opening 

Where is your character at the start of the 

story? What is their normal life like? 

Build-up 

How do things begin to change for your 

character? 

Dilemma 

What goes wrong for your character? 

Resolution 

How does your character fix the problem? 

Ending 

Do things return to normal? Has your character 

learned a lesson? 

Settings Characters 
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Opening 

Build-up 

Dilemma 

Resolution 

Ending 

Settings Characters 

Genre specific vocabulary 
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Here are some creative writing prompts to inspire you… 

 

Writing prompts can spark off ideas, and are useful to loosen you up. Set a 

timer for three minutes and write in response to the prompt. Don’t think 

about it, just write whatever comes into your head, and stop when your 

time is up. 

 

Outside the Window - What can you see through your window right 

now? Who can you see? What is happening? What could happen? What 

scenes might you see on your street in the future? 

 

The Vessel - You’re in a time machine. Where 

does it take you? What does the future look 

and feel like? 

 

 

Dreamcatcher - If you had a dreamcatcher to catch all your 

hopes and dreams for the future, what different things, 

feelings, thoughts would it catch? 
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Think about life during the pandemic. 

Is there an object at home that sums up what life’s been like in the pandemic so far? 

Is there an object that reflects your ambitions for the community in the future? 

 

Take a photos and write a description that explains: 

a) How you’ve seen your life and community changing since the start of the pandemic. What does your 
image say about how things are changing for you and your community? What do you want others to 
know about how your community is responding? 

Or; 

b) Your ambitions for your life and community going forward. What does your image say about how the 
pandemic has made you think differently about the future?  Is there anything that has given you 
inspiration for how Knowsley could be in the future?  

 

Example 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use your photo as the basis for your story. You can post your picture onto the Knowsley Futures website, 
with a description of what is says about how your community has experienced the pandemic so far and what 
you hope for the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is my favourite mug. Me and the mug have got 
much better acquainted in since the pandemic 
started! I’ve drunk gallons of tea whilst working 
from home. It helps break up the day and the 
boredom of being indoors so much. It’s also 
accompanied me on many telephone calls with my 
parents, Nan and friends. One good thing that has 
come from the pandemic and the lockdowns has 
been finding the time to talk to my family more 
often, aided by a cup of tea. I hope to keep this up 
when things are back to normal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


